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Courses Geared to Career Switchers Start in January at NOVA’s Springfield Campus 

NOVA’s Springfield-based Medical Education Campus is adding three newly formatted courses to its winter schedule: Medical Office Specialist, Medical Transcription, and Comprehensive Medical Billing and Coding. According to Harriet Zimmerman, RN, Director of Workforce Development and Continuing Education, the classes represent a “track” for students planning to work in the medical field but not directly with patients.

"We’re using several of our most popular courses to construct a Medical Office track that can be taken separately or in succession,” Zimmerman explains.  “This series may be of particular interest to career-switchers—it allows successful students to enter a job field where there is high demand for these skills.”

The five-week Medical Office Specialist training program provides the knowledge and skills necessary to function as an administrative professional in a medical office. Students will learn how to effectively run the MediSoft office suite (used in a majority of medical offices in the D.C. metro area); following successful completion of the course, students can seek employment and/or continue their education.

Comprehensive Medical Billing and Coding is a 14-week course that allows students to apply theoretical and practical billing and coding knowledge to real-life situations. (This class is also offered at NOVA’s Arlington Center, located near the Ballston metro station.)
Basic Medical Transcription is designed specifically for those looking for a second career; graduates are well-prepared to work in a doctor's office, hospital, clinic, or to be self-employed. The six-week course includes medical terminology, anatomy, physiology, completion of medical reports and medical digital editing. 

The winter session of Workforce Development and Continuing Education classes gets underway mid-January. To register or to learn more about these classes, call 703-822-6532.

# # # #

Northern Virginia Community College (www.nvcc.edu; 703-323-3000) is the largest institution of higher education in the Commonwealth of Virginia with an enrollment of more than 60,000 students at its six campuses in Alexandria, Annandale, Loudoun, Manassas, Springfield and Woodbridge, and through its Extended Learning Institute. The Medical Education Campus is located at 6699 Springfield Center Drive, just off Interstate 95 in Springfield.  For more information about the programs offered through the Workforce Development and Continuing Education Department, call 703-822-6523 or go to www.nvcc.edu/medical/continuing.
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